
T h e s e  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  p h o t o s
s h o w  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  a  s m i l e

w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  i m p r o v e d
c l a s s r o o m  a t t e n d a n c e ,  s o c i a l

c o n f i d e n c e ,  e m p l o y a b i l i t y ,  a n d
m e d i c a l  s a v i n g s .

The Impact of a
Smile



Patient visited dental
home

Patient received
preventative care

Cavities prevented or
treated appropriately

ER visits avoided

Patient unable to receive
preventative care

Cavities led to abscess
and facial swelling

Patient visited ER twice
with overnight
hospitalization

Tooth extracted at dental
office

Physician referred patient
to dentist for severe
cavities

General anesthesia for
multiple extractions and
crowns

Second general anesthesia
visit to extract permanent
molars at age 8

Age 1 dental visit where
dentist provided
preventative guidance
to parents

Ongoing preventative
appointments

Patient saves
permanent teeth;
avoided anesthesia and
extensive surgery

 - 4-year old
 - Rural Southwest Iowa

Total Medicaid Costs ~ $10,000 $166

~ $7,000 $70/year
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 - 3-year old
 - Council Bluffs


